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three vital issues they did take up a point of view and express
it forcibly.
The second was the revolting custom of burning widows
alive on their husband's funeral pyres in the act of suttee.
It was supposed to be voluntary. There is ample proof
that in innumerable cases it was so, in that the women
threw themselves into the flames of their own volition.
But it was hardly voluntary in the true sense of the term
when the poor, wretched creatures were brought up from
infancy to believe that it was their duty. And it was a
duty backed by the sanction of the knowledge that life
would hold little pleasure for the women who shirked it.
The third practice that the British rulers attacked without
mercy was thuggery. In theory, its exponents were worship-
pers of Kali, the Goddess of Destruction. As an act of
worship they fell upon and strangled innocent wayfarers.
It was a custom which had the approval of a sect of Hinduism.
Some of the " thugs " may have been perfectly sincere,
but many used the practice as a cover for plain dacoity.
In either form, thuggee conflicted too diametrically with
the British attitude towards the sanctity of human life for
them to tolerate it, and they swept the system out of
existence by rigorous measures.
It is interesting to speculate what might have happened
in India if the same resolution had been applied to the status
of women generally, or for that matter to the Hindu caste
system. India's entire history might have been drama-
tically changed generations ago. Unfortunately, ever since
their Teutonic monarch and his advisers made such a hash
of handling the American colonists, successive British
Governments have had the edge taken off their assurance
of superior wisdom in dealing with other peoples. Perhaps it
would have b,een a good thing for them to have recruited for
the Indian Civil Service a strong cadre of my Pennsylvan-
ian forebears, and a leavening of New England consciences.
They would not have suffered from any inhibitions about
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